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Thank you Senator Gorton and distinguished members of the Committee for inviting me
to testify on the vital issue of pipeline safety.  The tragedy in Bellingham has served to
focus attention on the need to ensure that pipeline safety laws and practices are the most
effective they can be.

Since I was appointed to the Commission just over one-year ago, I have made pipeline
safety one of our highest priorities.  As a former deputy prosecuting attorney I believe
that having strong laws on the books means little if they are not enforced.  This certainly
is true in the case of pipeline safety.  The strongest rules will not be effective unless our
enforcement efforts are thorough and consistent.

Today I will provide you with some background on the Commission’s pipeline safety
program, discuss our efforts over the past year to improve pipeline safety, and speak to
several specific initiatives that are forthcoming.

I have provided the committee with a detailed description of our safety program.  Let me
highlight some important facts.  The Commission is certified by the federal Office of
Pipeline Safety (OPS) to adopt safety regulations for and inspect intrastate natural gas
and hazardous liquid pipelines.  Under that authority, we inspect nearly 17,000 miles of
natural gas mains and nearly 250 miles of natural gas transmission pipelines.  We do not
inspect interstate natural gas transmission lines, which amount to slightly over 1732 miles
in Washington State.  For hazardous liquids, we inspect slightly over 83 miles of
pipelines but do not have authority to inspect the 777 miles of interstate hazardous liquid
pipelines located within Washington State.  In both cases, the interstate pipelines are
under the jurisdiction of OPS.

Our program consists of six full-time pipeline safety engineers, an increase of two since I
came to the Commission.  These inspectors have over 80 combined years of pipeline
safety experience.  Our inspectors spend almost 500 days in the field inspecting pipelines
and providing technical assistance to operators.  The program costs over $700,000
annually to operate, of which OPS pays 44 percent under the certification program.

In addition to inspecting pipelines, we also set safety standards for intrastate facilities.
These state requirements are more stringent than the federal guidelines for natural gas
companies.  In 1998, our state legislature granted the Commission authority to inspect
intrastate hazardous liquid pipelines.  We adopted the current federal rules as our initial
state standard.  During this year, the Commission will review these rules and adopt
additional requirements if needed.





We are seeking funding for a mapping program that will make it easier for emergency
response personnel to respond to pipeline incidents.  A funding plan will be completed
this year, with the aim of having a mapping system complete by the end of 2005.

Finally, we are working with our congressional delegation to seek changes in federal law
to ensure that state and federal pipeline safety efforts support each other and allow more
frequent and thorough inspections.

I appreciate the opportunity to testify before you today, and to underscore our
commitment to improved pipeline safety.


